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(1) Charles Wentinck, The Human Figurc in Art From Prchistoric Time (o the Present day, 
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(1) Lyn Rodley, Byzantine Art and Architecture, Cambridge University Press , New York 
1994, P. 44. 

(2) Dalton, Byzantine Art and Archacology, Charendon, Oxford, 1911. P. 672. 

(3) Ibid, P. 673. 
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(1) Berenson Bernard , Acsthctics And History , Doubleday Company , Inc, Garden city , N. 
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(1) Henri Stierlin , Orient Byzantine (De Constantionple Al Armenie et de Syrie en 
Edhiopie ) Office du Livre S . A. Frilourg (Suisse ), 1988, P. 211. 

{2) Loc.Cit. 

G) Art And Visual Percoption Unviersity Of California Press, Berkeley, Los Angeles , Lon- 
don , 1984 . P. 408. 

É (4) Orient Byzantine ( De Constaationple Al Armenie et de Syrie en Edhiopie ), Office du 

Livre S. A. Erilourg (Suisse ),1988 ,P. 211. 
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(2) Op. Cit, P. 182. 
lett At pet oo) o6223 Lenh 8 {pat Giga DR pe agent! dy AN dits ot) slandsen dt} sa 44327 ( 
+ Auaiut dette LU pegeaitl 32183 Les à gt ouudf figce fee Cie use pie 


Jaasl fi culs : GS ie IN Qi Doté Autéeatt shudeudt(s 

Bag 63 qe agit aa Ji OÙ Aie jouant ça ataÿÿest( Auuput( (Spread 

gt otessaitl lent dy SI if puis pa Jlec Nos O1 Les à LT OS col à 
Out plains Aya € lo Jendf ça 


gui Ci Autisat( aliné sut JLecŸ A4 pans y A5 pli Leshg 
gate pal le (6920 qu Ag" Ÿ pce Ligue AUS çà Lau Ms etait 
quad ex à (unsisti us ) . (+ Lg it cat pont çyè dotées eluéguustt 
jp de 42e) GAS g usa 54e a jentt Jul AazaT ligzuse HS Qt] jai La 
poaaatt aaautl jgua) çtañ jt (GMA EAN ETS 692119 à geule 34 déni 
gra dope can Auf US sa (à dual 39m putat fslaïg « Audit ob HAT COLS LUI 
LA DR Ces LA elyitati Spguo Creuss UGS à (eat vrai ) cart} ejontf fie 
ga quant etguull figues Qt at 2 AtaGU çà à laut arte Cnil dreatl qote ASTM 
dau Qi SU aile ge pô 0} digaigontl ague LT ELU Ag à él 
 Ah,55 Ab 1 Legluaëi çLius Lilo niatius çà jh 


dalue (pa AM pesant parut aucuati fpgus CU (VV) URé Le slts 
Ce Suit Jam Yt clmesg à Lund Lots le jpuaeg SUatl aaïli stats el 
ele Wubat doviatl où Aiguits à Lovin ph LOU à AULISI ha due 
AUS Dig aui où 39e 3965 udg (De pilatt api parut Qi» gas AM ail 

. LteS ls Auionti Am baut Ssuntf 21855581 ptet çà 


Capo Ci gti Cru h pont 217 jp JLec Yi où dl" of 32 NT cas 

Dent oh Citons Bag à Cru plontt qu çyle ais Aulas (of Maïs dre 

rails ntt uul cle lyiteli ait Cratasatt ALAN pla ca YLeot Jao Laleontt 
O7 ge Y pti ans gts 


(1) Edgar, Waterwan Anthony, À History of Mosaics , Hacher Art Books , Ncw York , 1935, 
P. 180. 

(2) David Talbot Rice, Art Of 1he Byzantine Era , Themes And Hudson, LTd . London , 1963, 
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The fifth chapter : The experiment of the researcher 


and the attempt to deduce the aesthetic contemporain 
values from the Byzantine mosaic . 


This chapter deals with the precise execution of the 
independent paintings according to the dawn primmary 
designs as the researcher had attempted to use the asthetics 
of these mosaic in drawing these designs and the adopted 
methods in execution , for these works deals with the top 
dominated by the symbolic style as they are varied in their 
elements which include the dominated by the symbolic style 
as they are varied in their elements which included the 
human element and the abstract plant elements beside some 
paintings which included different personal pictures , with 
the resort to some technical styles and their distinguished 
plastic treatment of specific character through the realization 
of some plastic aspects which are related to the appearance of 
dynamic element inside some of the paintings and its relation 
to the dominance of some colors and achieve the utmost level 
of diversity and color richness , following the example of 
Byzantine mosaic , then the researcher shows his interest in 
the appearance of golden color and its different uses in these 
paintings and the reference to the experiments conducted by 
the researcher to obtain varied golden tones. 
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and its expansion to the other ‘arts. The Byzantine art for 
long centuries had left its arts of some reigons outside the 
confines of the Empire ; The study in this chapter is divided inte 
two branches , the first includes the influence of Byzantine 
art on Russia , Sicily and Venice beside the local artistically 
influences of these regions due to the transfer of some 
Byzantine aspects like the appearance of some churches 
which depend on the cross plan in Russia and Venice with 
the representation of regions celebration through a 
hierarchical sequence with plastic treatment and executive 
styles which distinguisidby Byzantine mosaic . 


The second branch : deals with the transfer of distinct 
aspects of Byzantine mosaic to the islamic and coptic arts, 
with these influences of a group of decorative , plant and 
written elements as in the islamic mosaic like the Byzantine 
mosaic strongly affected with the strict instructions of each 
religion which forbids the painting of living creatures . The 
influences of Byzantine art had appeared in the different 
branches of coptic art like the architecture , painting , arts of 
sculpture wood and textile but the study in this section 
emphazies on the influence of Byzantine mosaic in the works 
of mural painting in the fresco of the walls in the graves and 


.Egyptian churches through the transfer of some religious 


subjects and personalities with the demonstration of some 
plastic aspects like the use of external frames which include 
the human heads and writings on the surfaces of walls 
between the saints with the hand gestures. 
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movement in the central domes beside the architectural 
parts which comprise the cur ved surfaces like the spheres. 


This dynamic conception had been exclusive on the 
simple hints like the stretch of hands and the rise of cloth to 
fill the gaps inside the composition , for the return of the 
Hellenistic influences and the impression of Baroque style at the 
end of Byzantine age had contributed to the increase of 
dynamic rhythm in these composition in Churches as inside 
and outside the capital beside the Byzantine mosaic , for the 
artists has depended on many hot and cold color degrees due 
to their brilliance with the adoption -. color systems 
inside the church fringe through the sequence of pyramidal 
composition of the subjects were the lower surfaces of walls 
surfaces of walls contain the dark tones which are graded to 
the upper side through the bright tones in the presentation of 
angles beside the Christ at the linthel , the classical styles had 
the general role in the enhancement of the color richness, 
beside the influence of fresco painting which had been the 
cause in the creation of many color tones derived from the 
main colors. 


This section ends with a highlight on the important 
colors of mosaic like the golden and silver to achieve the 
brilliant effect , therefore the researcher is interested. in: the 
evaluation 0 the uses of goldencolor in the plant and 
decorative elements and in the backgrounds , to cover large 
surfaces of the churches. 


The fourth chapter : The propagation of the Byzantine art 
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and western arts on the style of figuration , while the second 
branch deals with the appearance of religious and secular 
pictures as the second represent the natural aspects of the 
responsibilities as in the paintings of Justinian and Theodora 
while the religious pictures seek to glorify these personalities 
as in the bust picture and complete pictures of the full length 
of the personalities beside the small and portable paintings , 
at the altar in Churches to represent the seated persons in the 
curved places like the arches and the painting of standing 
personalities on the vertical walls or the cylindrical domes , 
as for the first pictures , inside the frames with the 
elimination of the lower part of the persons for the same 
principle on the spherical medals which represent the head 
and the shoulders 


The third chapter : The motion and colour in the 
composition of Byzantine mosaic . 


This chapter begins with the artificial methods in the 
works of mosaic (Byzantine mosaic ) which represent the 
pictorial works which include some of the plastic elements 
and aesthetic values with the dominance of the conservatives 
style and the classic style which had contributed in its 
reappearance during the period of revival in the Ninth 
century and a reference to some external influences such as 
the Hellenistic influences and the western influences and the 
expressive style by the end of Byzantine age the Byzantine 
mosaic is distinguished by a special kind of movement which 
is the rhythmic movement in the cathedrals or the round 
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1-The direct method : which consists of laying the 
mosaic by hand on the fresh mortar layer . 


2- The indirect way: which consists in the preparation 
of work on a surface (papersurface ) to be placed in 
the wall through the adhesion of mosaic on this 
paper which will be fixed on the mortar , then it will 
be removed from the brilliant mosaic surface by 
warm water , For the small paintings , executed on 
small wooden plates with the drawing of design in 
the wooden surface with the useo{ adhesion and 
wax mixture which covers the surface of the 
painting , then it will be possible to fix the mosaic. 


The end of this chapter discuss the volumes of mosaic 
cubes and the adoption of technical treatment in the 
arrangement of cubes in a inclined shape to gain the 
brilliance for the holiness of the work. 


The second chapter:llu dealinswith the human element 
and personal pictures in the mosaic of Byzantine art. The 
study in the chapter is dividedint two branches . the first 
deals with the plastic elements and their importance to the 
human element in many secular and religious themes where 
the secular themes had depended on the classic and real style 
in painting the human body while the religious themes even 
in the abstract way as the Christian creed had rejected , the 
possibility of drawing the human body , however there was 
painting of nude body in contradiction to the religion with a 
demonstration of the causes of that and the effect of Eastern 
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The second type : The religious topics which treats the 
painting of biblical events in a narrative style with the 
appearance of holy personalities like Jesus , the Virge, the 
prophets and saints . 


There were portable paintings or icons in the second century - 


that treat the same kind of subjects in the altar of churches 
for the painting of the Christ, the verge and the saints who 
had played a great role in the propagation of Christian creed 
beside the pictures about the religious celebration The third 
unitÎhe values and aesthetics of Byzantine mosaic art. 


This unit included five chapters : The first chapter : 

(The different techniques for the artistically use of material 
of Byzantine mosaic ).This section begins with a definition of 
this material its hardening and ability to confer brilliant 
superficial effects beside the special style suggested with the 
dependence of this material and the abstract nature 
produced by these cubes due to this proximity according to 
their different types like the marble or the ceramic or glass , 
(particular .. glass)due to the multiple colour, however the 
artists had tried to reconciliate between these materials and 
to use the marble and stone in surfaces of wear and friction , 
while the glass and natural stones for the supperwalls , and 
despite the distinction between the materials there had been 
the paintings which combine different materials in order to 
improve the resistant effect and achieve the aesthetic level to 
serve their holy purposes . The Byzantine had adopted two 


ways in the execution : 
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another form of this style which depends on the cross with 
equal sides and five domes and the main dome above the 
intersection of the sides as in the church of saint March at 
Venice. 


This chapter ends with demonstration of some architectural 
elements like the straight and curved surfaces , walls , domes 
and transport. 


The third chapter has the title of : ‘ The subject of topics 
treated by the Byzantine mosaic. 


The research discuss the first stage of Byzantine mosaic 
during the sixth to eighth centuries which had witnessed the 
maturity of Byzantine , mosaic as in the cities of Ravenna and 
Salonika which include different churches that represent 
varied mosaic topics with a reference to the iconoclasm and 
the appearance of geometrical and plant elements -——-- in an 
abstract or in addition to the motif of the cross on large 
spaces , with the treatment of two kinds of topics . 


The first types : The religious topics , for the decoration of 
floors of the fancy housed and palaces belonging to the 
emperors and the registration of daily life spectacles such as 
views from hunting scenes painting of human and animal 
creatures in a classical style . 


Among the important patterns which express , these topics 
there is the mosaic of holy place at constantinople and 
churches about the material topics with the painting of kings 
and emperors in the company of Christ and vierg or both of 
them. 
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architecture for the enlargement of the inner surface of 
churches through the use of main and secondary domes 
supported on the spherical triangles . 


In addition” that the shapes and volumes of buildings had 
varied according to the internal designs and architectural 

plans , as the architecture of churches had depended on four 

different styles due to the eastern and western influences . 


First : The Basilical style : which is roman one , which 
depends on a rectangular hall with two rows of columns , or 
four rows known in the name of cathedral. 


Second : The central style:covered with the dome : with the 
dome which covers the center of building and on two types of 
horizontal elevation, such as the sound horizontal elevation in 
the graves and the older or of churches, the second style 
depends on the square ground plan, and was important in 
the Byzantine architecture in churches such as saint Serguis 
and Bacchus 


Third : The crossed plan : which depends on the horizontal 
elevation of the sides of the cross which inter-set in one point 
which is the tympanum , the center is covered with the main 
dome, this plan is Byzantine and Christian and a mean to 
express the Christianity . 


Fourth : The multi domed style : which combines the basilica 
form or plan and the domed plan as in the domed cathedral 

_due to the elongated tympanum and the number of domes 
which covers the center and lateral wings like in the church 
of saint john and saint Jrene at constantinople there is 
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the supports for this new art for the Christianity had a 

strong effect on the style of art during the period of 

iconoclasm with. the prohibition of paintings some 

forms and subjects . 

Byzantine 

The second chapter : The architecture and its relation to 
the mosaic art : This chapter highlights the architecture 
which had contributed in enriching the Byzantine mosaic in 
the religious Byzantine buildings which had not been 
improved to its final stage until the Eleventh century with 
the construction of many churches , the following represents 
the factors of affecting this architecture in each local region. 


1- The religious factor : which is the strongest factorbehind 
the construction of huge churches as a result of the 
Christian creed upon the order of emperors and saints 
for the construction of churches. 


2- The climatic factor : which intervenes in the difference 
between the external and internal form of construction 
with the apertures in the windows and the selection of 
some architectural elements like the curved surfaces and 
the lintels to reduce the temperature in some regions. 


3-The geological factor : related to the raw materials from 
the ground and used in the constructions such as the stone 
, the brick and the pebbles and the soil itself in the regions 
rich with this material . 


4-The technological_ factor : which represents the 
dependence on the modern means to construct the 


buildings , this factor had influenced the Byzantine 
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local environment in the composition of artistically 
works , with reference made to the historical period of 
Byzantine empire from the fourth century of the hand of its 
founder the emperor Constantine who calls its new capital 
the Constantinople after him and which remained its capital 
till its fall in the fifth century by theOttoman Turks in a way 
that the Byzantine Empire had extended eleven centuries due 
to expansion of its territories to includ. the Eastern and 
western regions in Asia , Africa and Europe. 


The research then deals with the main pointsth causes 
that enhanced the Constantinople to a fine position such as 
the geographical location which is distinguished from the 
African . European and Asian countries for it is the 
interruption of many countries and a commercial way 
between them. 


In addition to that , there was some factors related to 
the local conditions which has a strong effect on the 
composition of artificial factories as follows : 


1- The political factor : related to the political rule inside and 
outside the capital and the role of religious officials and 
popular will in the stability of political base to treat the 
suitable environment for the development of arts. 


2-The_ social factors : related to the advantages and 
disadvantages of the Byzantine society and the familial 
customs and the interests of Byzantine people in science 
and education. 


3- The religious factor : which had the role of stability and 
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which became subsequent by among the important drtistical 
aspects. Which distinguish. The Byzantine art beside the 
transfer of some decorative frames of Hellenistic art to 
confine the mosaic paintings in the Byzantine churches. 


The_third chapter: The early Christian art and symbolic 
—— 
religions topics: 


This chapter deals only with the early Christian arts 
which is the third art to influence the Byzantine art, due to a 
common factor between them, which in the Christianity 
which had full control on both, this Christianism had 
appeared in the first half of the first century in Palestine 
faced with a violent resistance and adopted secretly due to 
the Roman persecution, and the torture of Christians till the 
official declaration of this religion in the Byzantine art in the 
fourth century. 


The Christianism had its beginning in the fourth and 
fifth centuries, and had made some influences on the 
Hellenistic art beside the influence of eastern arts and the 
objection by the christianism to paint the living creatures 
with the possibility to paint the plant and geometrical 
decorations through the symbolization of living creatures, 
therefore symbolism became the important aspect to 
distinguish the early Christian art in an abstract style away 
from the nature. 


The second_ unit : Mosaic of Byzantine age ; This unit 


deal with the causes of flourishment of mosaic Byzantine art 
through three chapters :The first chapter:The difference of 
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concerned with the propagation of Hellenistic culture in a 
way to achieve the mix between these two different 
civilization this period is divided into two phases: the first up 
to the end of the first century while the east countries were 
dependent on Alexander and his successors, the second had 
begun with the end of first century B.C., accordingly the art 
in the East and the Roman empire, had been subject to the 
political cireumstances and the Hellenistic influences, beside 
the Roman ones as evident from many pictural works, for 
there had been some factors which had influenced the 
development of Hellenistic art in a way to suggest five trends. 
1- the search for richness. 


2- The theatrical mentality. 
3- The scholar mentality. 


4- The individualism. 
5- The general perspective free from fanatism. 


Among the important fields of arts in this era, there are 
the Hellenistic mosaic which had covered a variety of topics 
in Luxurious palaces on the floors and walls. This chapter 
deals also with the painted topics, of five kinds 1- The 
legendary topic. 2- The theatrical topic. 
3- The natural landscape. 4- Subjects of royal painting. S- 
Subjects of general decoration the chapter also emphasis on 
the mosaic works in Alexandric and Antioch where they took 
a unique character, by the end of this chapter, we will discuss 
each aspect of the Hellenistic mosaic, its significance, and 
influence on the Byzantine mosaic, and the color richness 


CO 


et 


Summary 

This thesis is composed of an introduction, and three 
units, The first unit has the title of “The arts which influence 
the rise of Byzantine painting”, with the reference to the arts 
preceding the Byzantine art and which had contributed to his 
technical composition, this unit is comprised of three 
chapters: 


The first chapter: The Sassanian art and its decorative 
elements: 


This chapter deals with the history of foundation of 
$assanian nation by the king Ardchir who had worked on to 
oppose the stretch of Roman Empire to Iran and against 
Artban the fifth, country which lasted for four countries. 


The strategic location of Iran had contributed to the 
development of Sassanian art through the role of the rulers 
like king Chabor the first and his reign that had witnessed 
the variety of art fields like the plastic inscriptions in many 
works beside the mural painting and the minor arts, while 
the Sassanian art had been attached to kind of topics 
especially the historical themes about the victories of kings, 
the chapter also demonstrate the mosaic on the palace of 
Bishapor with the painting of some human personalities. 


The second chapter: The Hellenisrcart and imitation of 
nature: 


This chapter deals with another art form within the 
first half of the fourth chapter till the fourth century known 
as the Hellenistic period under the reign of Alexander 
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